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Hyderabad floods: Victims live in fear as Osman Sagar fills up 

Yunus Y Lasania Updated: 21st October 2020 6:05 pm 1ST 



Hyderabad: With the water level of the Osman Sagar almost reaching its full capacity 
due to heavy rains, fear has once again gripped those whose homes had been flooded and 
wrecked last week. Thanks to torrential rains, all 13 gates of the Himayat Sagar had been 
lifted last, which led to houses getting destroyed after water from the Musi river entered 
and literally submerged their homes. 
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On Tuesday, personnel of the Hyderabad Metropolitan Water and Sewerage Board 
(HMWSSB) began asking people to leave their homes or secure themselves through public 
announcements. Last week too, residents in areas like Moosa Nagar on the Chaderghat 
bridge had been informed a few hours earlier before the Himayat Sagar’s gates were lifted 
after the lake reached its full capacity. 
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“We have to see what to do if the water comes again. Where else will we go?,” asked Mohd. 
Imran, a resident of Moose Nagar, which is on the lower Chaderghat bridge, that connects 
to the Malakpet main road. Almost half, or more, of the residents in the area lost their 
belongings as water from the Musi river, which cuts across the Chaderghat bridge, 
swamped into their homes. 

The situation has been bad ever since then, as intermittent rainfall only makes things 
worse for people living there, and not the river bed of the Music river. The Himayat Sagar 
and Osman Sagar dams were built in the 1920s and 1913, during the reign of Mir Osman 
Ali Khan, the last Nizam of the erstwhile State of Hyderabad. 
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The two lakes had been built after the devastating 1908 Must river floods, when an 
estimated 15,000 people died due to floods caused by heavy rainfall. Last week, all 13 gates 
of the Himayat Sagar were lifted due to day-long heavy rains on 13 October, resulting in 
heavy inflows gushing into the river, which wreaked havoc on the homes of living on the 
riverbed areas. 


READ: San ga y meets US Ambassador Juster 


According to a press release from the HMWSSB on October 20, the water level in the 
Osman Sagar lake touched 1786 feet, as against its full tank level (FTL) 1790 fee. In case it 
rains heavily again, the water level is expected to touch its FTL. “Both lakes meet at Bapu 
Ghat. If the gates are opened, then the Musi river will also get cleaned. Releasing water will 
not cause floods now,” said a former HMWSSB official. 

















